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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  and  sanitation  of  your  District  for  the  year  1947. 

The  civilian  population  of  the  district  is  estimated  at  12, 400, and 
the  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  3,801.  The  Rateable  Value 
is  £66, 115, and  the  sum  of  £274.  4s., is  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar  General's  Return  shows  224  live  births, of  which  109 
were  males, and  115  females, and  there  were  5  still  births.  The  Birthrate 
is,  therefore,  18. 06  per  1,000  population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Return  of  Deaths  shows  221  (119  Males  and  102 
Females ),  giving  a  Death  R,,te  of  17.01  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  11, which  gives  an 
Infant  Mortality  of  49.10  per  thousand  live  births. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles, Scar let  Fever  or  Diptheria. 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 

A  steam  disinfector  has  been  provided  at  Tivington  for  the  treatment 
of  infected  bedding  and  clothing.  For  the  prompt  removal  of  patients 
from  their  homes  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Taunton, a  motor  ambulance 
has  been  maintained. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti -toxin  is  kept  by  the  County  and  District 
M.O’s  H.,and  can  bo  supplied  at  any  time  when  required. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Disease. 


Small  Pox . 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

Diptheria . . . 

Enteric  Fever . 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Pneumonia . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis*...  . 

Ophalmia  Neonatorum . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  . . .  .  „ » . 

Sepsis . . . . . 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis . 

Erysipelas . 

Measles . . . . . .  .  .  . 

Whooping  Cough . .  . . 

Chicken  Pox . . . . . . 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) . 

(Non-Respiratory ) . . 

There  were  5  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


No. of  Cases 
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HOUSING. 

During  the  year  the  Council  were  able  to  let  the  first  houses  to  be 
completed  since  the  end  of  the  War, and  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  may  be  summarised  as  follows 


• 

Local  Authority. 

Private  Enterprise. 

Houses  erected  ,  Houses  in 

during  the  year.  !  course  of  erection. 

Conversions 
into  dwelling: 
completed . 

r>erm.  j  Temp.  j  Perm.  ;  Temp. 
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Tfttal  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses 
at  the  end  of  the  year . . . 


Rur a 1  Housing  Survey . 

Total  number  of  houses  under  £16  rateable  value, 

(excluding  Council  Houses  and  those  built  since  1930) ... .2492 

Number  of  hauses  inspected  at  the  end  of  the  year.... .  950 

“  11  "  overcrowded  (as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act)...  12 

il  "  «  unfit . 245 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  summer  of  1947  was  a  dry  one  and  the  following  Villages . suffered 
serious  shortages;  Cut combe, Stogumbcr , and  Roadwater.  Extensions  were 
limited  to  new  housing  sites, the  principal  ones  being  at. Porlock  and 
Washford.  Schemes  under  preparation  are  to  improve  supplies  at  Porlock, 
and  the  Monks ilver  and  Willi  ton  areas. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  larger  Villages  have  a  system  of  piped  sewers, but  in  the  scattered 
areas  there  still  remain  many  privies  and  earth  closets.  In  a  few  cases, 
the  treatment  of  the  sew a  gw  is  not  satisfactory  and  a  scheme  to  improve 
conditions  at  Stogursey  is  now  under  preparation.  Extensions  to  sewers 
have  been  limited  to  housing  sites.. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  8c  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  continues  to  collect  refuse  from  all  the  principal  Villages 
in  the  District , giving  fortnightly  services  to  Porlock, Duns  tor  and  Williton 
and  a  monthly  service  elsewhere.  Disposal  is  by  incineration  or  tipping. 

FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Meat  supplies  continue  to  bcllstr ibuted  from  the  Central  Slaughterhouses 
outside  the  District, and  all  home-killed  meat  is  inspected  at  these  sources 
Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised  Milk  is  available  in  the  larger  Villages. 
Ice-cream  received  considerable  attention  in  1947, and  as  far  as  practicable 
the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations, 1947, were  enforced. 

RAT  6c  MICE  DESTRUCTION . 

In  March, a  full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  appointed  and  during  the  year, 
approximately  150  treatments  were  carried  out. 

SUMMARY  of  INSPECTIONS  made  by  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT . 


Housing  Acts . 

Rural  Housing  Survey-house  surveyed .  615 

Houses  inspected  for  individual  defects .  28 

n  "  n  overcrowding . 6 

Informal  Notices  served.  . . . . . . .  69 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Drainage . .  *  •  . . . . .  1^1 

Nuisances .  44 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises .  5 

Water  Supplies . 8b 

Refuse  Collection  or  Disposal . 81 

Tents, Vans  and  Sheds . 13 

Camping  Sites .  59 

Infectious  Diseases . 43 

Water  Samples  taken . 113 

Disinfections  carried  out .  60 

Disinfestations  carried  out .  5 

Miscellaneous  inspections . 23 

Informal  Notices  served .  10 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Condemnations  of  Unsound  Food .  41 

Inspections  of  Food-stores  and  Shops . 39 

Inspections  of  Ice-Cream  Premises . 11 

Ice-Cream  Samples  taken . 38 

Inspections  of  Cow-sheds  and  Dairies .  41 

Milk  Samples  taken . 16 
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•^-Complaints . 

Number  of  Complaints  received . . .  55 

investigated . . .  49 

dealt  with.., .  42 

"  "  H  outstanding .  H 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION . 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  Mr •R.B.Porrett, Chief  Sanitary 
i nsp ec tor f and  Mr . J .D, Hackford, Addi tional  Sanitary  Inspector , both  of 
whom  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.,for  Sanitary  Inspectors , and 
also  the  Meat  and  Foods  Inspectors  Certificate. 

Mr. R.J. Ashman  is  full-time  Clerk  to  the  Department. 

I  am, Gentlemen 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  !i lliton, Somerset . 
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